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despondency of the moment, but because they really
have no formed idea/'1 How are such people to
build a new world; they have no model by which to
construct it, no energy of faith to bring them through
difficulties and disappointments to final success.
Want of faith is of course an endemic disease of
the world. %u find it in Shakespeare among the
soldiers of Henry V's army.
KING HENRY. I heard the king say that he would
not be ransomed.
WILLIAMS. Aye, he said so, to make us fight cheer-
fully: but when our throats are cut, he may be ransomed,
and we ne'er the wiser.2
Yet Henry's soldiers, like the "potential officers" and
privates of today, under the compulsion of war,
served, some magnificently, and nearly all creditably,
a great cause. The dry bones are sound and strong
enough, and when the breath enters into them they
live and stand on their feet, an exceeding great army.
But without the breath they are brittle and dead.
The recovery of faith is a crucial problem of our
age. With it we are destined to triumphant and
splendid advance, without it to failure and ignominy.
"If ye have faith as a grain of mustard . . , nothing
shall be impossible to you." So, in a different
language, said the greatest of German poets: "The
1   This  paragraph  is  quoted  from  the writer's Plato &&&
Modern Education,^ p. 23.
2  Henry V, iv, i, Mr, C. S. Lewis has called attention to
the modern relevance of all this passage.